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1. Introduction 

Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, has two troubling dreams that none of his wise men magicians can interpret. The 

dreams feature seven fat cows devoured by seven thin cows, and seven healthy ears of grain consumed by seven 

thin ears. Pharaoh is disturbed and seeks an interpreter. The chief cupbearer remembers Joseph, a Hebrew 

prisoner who had previously interpreted his dream (Gen. 40:1-23). Joseph is summoned, and he interprets 

Pharaoh’s dreams, explaining that they foretell seven years of abundance followed by seven years of severe 

famine. The messages in this composition convene divine revelation and interpretation, God’s sovereignty over 

nation and events, and preparation and wisdom for leadership.  
 

Pre-compositional Consideration 

Title:   Pharaoh’s quest for interpretation 

Key:   G major 

Time signature:  4/4 

Tempo:   Andante, slowly, fast, lento  

Length:   195 bars 

Form:   Through composed  

Sections  A B C A Repeated D 

Bars  1-59 56-94 95-121 122-164 165-195 

Modulation    D major F major C major - E minor 

Cadence  Imperfect 

Authentic 

Imperfect 

Authentic 

Imperfect 

Authentic 

Perfect 

Authentic 

Perfect  

 

Texture:   Monophonic/Homophonic 

Media:   Voice with piano accompaniment 

Scale:   Diatonic 

Mood:    Soberly 

Dynamic:  f 

Language:  English 

Audience:  Church and Concert hall 

Genre:   Opera 

Cadence:  Perfect cadence     i – V - i 

Performance Interpretation: For the optimal performance of this work, the following should be considered. 

A good musical interpretation of the text. 

A good breath control. 

A good articulation of words. 

A good costume  
 

Modulation 

In this operatic work, the tone of speech changes and modulations are created to reflect these changes in sound.  

Benward and Saker in Giami (2025) discuss modulation as “a process that results in a shift of tonal center. The 

term applies to those occasions in music when one established tonal center gives way to another”. (P. 315). 

Modulation refers to the process of moving from the home key of a musical composition to establish another 

key within the piece of music. In this piece, the modulation journey progresses through the keys of D major, F 

major, C major, and E minor. 
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