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Abstract

This article investigates the historical consequences of rural-urban migration on the
socio-economic and spatial development of Olamaboro Local Government Area
(LGA) in present-day Kogi State between 1976 and 1999. Set against the backdrop of
Nigeria’s post-colonial political economy and the transformative impact of the
creation of Benue-Plateau State and later Kogi State in 1991, the study situates
migration as both a response to structural pressures economic decline, agrarian
stagnation, and uneven development and as an active force shaping local historical
change. It argues that population mobility during this period was not merely
demographic movement but a historically conditioned strategy of survival,
adaptation, and aspiration. Adopting historical methodology, the study draws on
archival local government records, census reports, market and agricultural data,
regional newspapers, and oral interviews with migrants, community elders, farmers,
traders, and local leaders. These sources are used to reconstruct patterns of
migration and to analyze their effects on agricultural production, labour relations,
land tenure systems, household economies, gender roles, and patterns of urban
expansion within and beyond Olamaboro LGA. The findings reveal a dialectical
relationship between the rural homeland and the emerging urban destinations. On
the one hand, migration facilitated remittance flows, educational mobility, skill
acquisition, and the expansion of social networks that linked Olamaboro communities
to regional urban centers such as Lokoja, Idah, and Abuja. On the other hand,
sustained out-migration contributed to rural depopulation, declining agricultural
productivity, demographic imbalance, changing family structures, and mounting
pressure on urban infrastructure and informal settlements. The study further
demonstrates that migration reshaped spatial organization within Olamaboro itself,
as rural market centers expanded and new settlement patterns emerged in response to
remittance-financed housing and commerce. The article concludes that rural-urban
migration in Olamaboro LGA between 1976 and 1999 must be understood as a long-
term adaptive strategy surrounded in broader historical processes of state policy,
economic restructuring, and social aspiration. It recommends historically informed
development policies that balance rural revitalization with urban absorptive
capacity, emphasizing the need to integrate migration history into local and regional
planning frameworks.

Keywords: Homeland and Cityscape, Rural — Urban Migration, Olamaboro Local
Government Area.
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1. Introduction

Migration has long occupied a central place in historical and social inquiry, particularly in
societies undergoing rapid economic, political, and environmental transformation. In post-
colonial Nigeria, rural-urban migration intensified from the 1970s as state policies, oil-driven
development, and uneven infrastructural investment created glaring contrasts between rural
and urban spaces. Scholars have emphasized that migration is not a simple movement of
people; rather, it is a complex historical process that reshapes social relations, economic
structures, and cultural identities. In this regard, rural-urban migration functions not only as a
demographic phenomenon but also as a mechanism through which households negotiate
survival, opportunity, and aspiration in response to structural pressures.

Thus, Olamaboro Local Government Area (LGA), created in 1976 as part of Nigeria’s local
government reforms, provides a compelling micro-historical case for examining these
dynamics. The people in this society were predominantly agrarian prior to the late twentieth
century; the entire society relied on subsistence and cash-crop farming, with millet, yam, and
groundnut as staple sources of income. Hence, migration to urban centres such as Lokoja,
Makurdi, Onitsha, and later Abuja was initially motivated by the pursuit of cash income to
purchase farm inputs, pay school fees, and sustain household livelihoods.

While migration created avenues for income diversification, social mobility, and the
development of trans-local networks, it also imposed significant costs. Rural areas
experienced labor shortages, declining agricultural output, and shifting household economies,
while urban destinations were increasingly burdened with informal housing pressures, market
congestion, and employment competition. Furthermore by the late 1980s, remittances from
urban migrants had become a critical source of household finance, influencing settlement
patterns and even local governance structures.

This study investigates the historical consequences of rural-urban migration in Olamaboro
LGA between 1976 and 1999; a period marked by economic volatility, the implementation of
the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), and accelerated urbanization. By combining
archival research, census and market data, regional newspapers, and oral interviews with
migrants, elders, and local leaders, this research situates migration as both a response to
structural pressures and an active agent of historical transformation. Through this approach,
the study seeks to illuminate the multifaceted ways in which population mobility reshaped
agricultural production, labor relations, land tenure, household economies, gender roles, and
the spatial organization of both rural and urban settlements in the region.

Historical Background of Olamaboro Local Government Area

Olamaboro Local Government Area (LGA) lies within the guinea savannah region i.e
transition zone of North-Central Nigeria, characterized by seasonal rainfall averaging 1,200 -
1,500 millimeters annually and mixed loamy soils conducive to both arable and tree crops.
Traditionally, its economy rested on subsistence agriculture, small-scale trade, and artisanal
production. Predominant crops included millet, yam, cassava, maize, and groundnuts, while
trading center in towns such as Egume, Akpanya, and Kpata facilitated exchange in locally
produced crafts, palm oil, and smoked fish. Meanwhile, social organization in Olamaboro
revolved around lineage systems, age-grades, and customary land tenure, which ensured
access to farmland while maintaining social cohesion. As such land disputes were historically
resolved through the council of elders or family heads, reflecting a communal philosophy of
justice and collective responsibility.

The 1976 local government reforms formally integrated Olamaboro into Nigeria’s
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administrative structure, assigning it responsibilities for primary education, rural roads, and
community development. Sources indicates that by 1977, the LGA managed 12 primary
schools and 46 feeder roads, though limited fiscal capacity and dependence on state
allocations constrained effective governance. For instance, road maintenance budgets often
covered only 30-40% of planned projects, forcing communities to rely on voluntary labour
contributions a reflection of local adaptive strategies in resource-scarce settings.

Economic Shifts and Early Migration Trends

By and large, the oil boom of the 1970s stimulated infrastructural investment and limited
rural development, even though the benefits were unevenly distributed. Statistical analysis of
LGA revenue and development indices indicates that by 1980, only 25% of rural settlements
had access to functional boreholes, and fewer than 15% were connected to motorable roads,
despite state allocations. By the early 1980s, the declining oil revenues, macroeconomic
instability, and poor implementation of agricultural credit schemes undermined state support
for rural livelihoods, creating conditions that intensified migration pressures.

As suggested by archives materials that between 1976 and 1985, approximately 12% of male
youths aged 15-35 had migrated temporarily to urban centers for wage labour, while female
migration, largely for domestic work and petty trading, accounted for 7%.

Push and Pull Factors in Historical Perspective

The rural-urban migration from Olamaboro was shaped by a complex interplay of push and
pull forces. On the rural side, declining agricultural productivity, land pressure,
environmental degradation, and infrastructural neglect reduced the viability of farming
livelihoods. For instance, soil exhaustion and repeated dry-season crop failure in Egume and
Kpata during the 1980s compelled households to seek alternative income sources, including
wage labour in nearby towns or urban centres. Again, the implementation of the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP) in 1986 exacerbated these pressures through subsidy removal,
currency devaluation, and reduced public spending, further heightening rural vulnerability.
On the other hand, the urban centers offered perceived opportunities in education, wage
labour, and informal economic activities. The emergence and rapid growth of Abuja as the
Federal Capital Territory from the late 1970s created unprecedented demand for construction
labour, civil service staff, and petty trading services, attracted youths from Olamaboro. This
couple with the fact that emigrants from Olamaboro relied heavily on relatives in Abuja and
Lokoja for accommodation, employment information, and initial financial support. This
system of social embeddedness exemplifies the relational dimension of migration, in which
movement is mediated through historical networks and moral obligations.

Overall, the historical and socio-economic conditions of Olamaboro LGA reveal that
migration was not merely a spontaneous response to economic necessity but a structured
historical strategy embedded in social relations, environmental realities, and political-
economic transformations. It reflects both the adaptive capacity of local communities and the
long-term consequences of uneven state development policies on rural livelihoods.

Scale, Direction, and Forms of Migration

Migration from Olamaboro Local Government Area (LGA) evolved considerably between
1976 and 1999, reflecting both structural pressures and socio-economic aspirations. Initially,
movement was largely seasonal and short-distance, confined to intra-state locations such as
Lokoja, Idah, and nearby trading towns within Kogi and Benue States. A situation whereby
young men typically left their farms during dry season to engage in wage labour on
construction sites, railway projects, or in riverine fishing communities. Consequently, from
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the late 1980s onward, migration from Olamaboro became increasingly permanent and long-
distance, with a growing number of residents relocating to major commercial, administrative,
and emerging urban centers. The creation of Abuja as the Federal Capital Territory and the
expansion of Lokoja as a regional administrative center also intensified significant labour
demand. Archival records indicate that between 1985 and 1995, approximately 28% of
households had at least one member permanently residing outside the LGA, with remittances
forming 15-20% of household income on average. The chain of migration emerged as a
dominant pattern during this period, with younger siblings, cousins, or neighbours following
earlier migrants to cities.

More often than not, as stated above migrants were predominantly youths aged 15-35,
consistent with global trends of rural-to-urban labour mobility. Male migration therefore,
dominated early patterns, but from the 1990s onwards, female participation increased
substantially, with women engaging in petty trade, domestic service, and urban market
activities. Sources reveal that by 1997, women accounted for approximately 40% of migrants
involved in trade and informal services in urban centres such as Onitsha and Abuja. This shift
contributed to changing household structures and gender relations: men often assumed
supervisory or remittance-focused roles, while women managed both domestic
responsibilities and income-generating activities in urban settings, leading to new forms of
rural-urban household interdependency.

Forms of Migration in Olamaboro LGA

Migration from Olamaboro LGA between 1976 and 1999 took multiple forms, reflecting
diverse household strategies, socio-economic imperatives, and evolving gender roles.
Understanding these forms provides insight into the historical dynamics of rural livelihoods
and urban integration in north-central Nigeria.

Circular/Seasonal Migration

Initially, migration was predominantly seasonal and circular, with young men leaving
villages during the agricultural off-season to seek temporary work in urban centers. For
instance, the male youths frequently travelled to Lokoja, Makurdi, and Onitsha between
January and May, engaging in road construction, railway maintenance, and small-scale trade.
Similarly, roughly 35% of temporary labourers on construction projects in the late 1980s
were Olamaboro migrants, highlighting their significant contribution to the urban labour
market while maintaining strong ties to rural households. Seasonal migration allowed
families to supplement agricultural incomes, pay school fees, and invest in minor farm
improvements without permanently severing rural attachments.

Permanent Rural-Urban Relocation

By the late 1980s and into the 1990s, permanent migration emerged as a long-term strategy
for accessing formal and informal employment, education, and social services. Emigrants
from Olamaboro increasingly settled in Abuja following its designation as the Federal Capital
Territory in 1976, taking advantage of growing opportunities in government agencies,
construction, retail trade, and service sectors. This is evident from the household surveys
conducted in 1990 show that approximately 22% of Olamaboro households had at least one
member permanently residing in an urban center, reflecting the rising trend of long-term
relocation. Permanent relocation enabled greater accumulation of remittances, exposure to
urban education, and integration into city-based social networks, but also weakened labour
availability in rural areas, contributing to agricultural decline.

~35~



ljess/index.html International Journal of Education and Social Science VVol. 8 No. 1; February 2026

Chain Migration

Chain migration became a prominent strategy, wherein initial migrants facilitated the
relocation of relatives, friends, and fellow villagers to the same urban centers. This practice
fostered social cohesion, eased integration into urban life, and reinforced reciprocal ties
between migrants and their home communities. Archival sources suggest that in 1995, over
40% of migrants from Olamaboro were connected through kinship or village-based networks,
demonstrating the scale and organizational sophistication of chain migration.

Gendered Migration

A notable trend during the 1990s was the increasing participation of women in migration,
driven by economic necessity and changing social norms. Women engaged in petty trade,
domestic work, hairdressing, and market activities in cities such as Makurdi and Onitsha.
Women often sent remittances home, financed children’s education, and invested in small
rural businesses, effectively transforming household decision-making and economic
responsibility. Gendered migration also challenged traditional norms: women assumed roles
previously dominated by men, contributing to altered social hierarchies, new forms of labour
division, and enhanced female agency in rural households.

Together, these forms of migration illustrate a multifaceted strategy employed by Olamaboro
residents to navigate structural constraints, maximize economic opportunities, and maintain
social networks. Seasonal migration addressed short-term income needs, permanent
relocation facilitated long-term social and economic advancement, chain migration reinforced
community solidarity, and gendered migration transformed household economies and rural
gender relations. These patterns underscore that migration was not a one-dimensional
movement of people but a historically embedded social and economic process, linking rural
and urban spaces and shaping the evolution of both Olamaboro’s villages and receiving cities.

Impact on the Rural Homeland

The out-migration of young labourers from Olamaboro LGA between 1976 and 1999 had
profound socio-economic and cultural consequences on the rural homeland. Historically, the
area’s agrarian economy depended on labour-intensive cultivation of staples such as yam,
millet, cassava, and groundnut. However, by the late 1980s, approximately 32% of adult male
labourers in villages such as Kpata, Egume, and Akpanya were engaged in long-distance
migration, leading to labour shortages during peak planting and harvesting seasons. Families
adapted to these shortages by reducing the acreage under cultivation, hiring casual labourers
from neighbouring communities, or shifting to less labour-intensive crops such as cassava
and maize, as a result this adaptations, while mitigating immediate food insecurity,
undermined long-term agricultural sustainability, soil fertility, and crop diversification
strategies.

Migration also transformed land tenure practices in Olamaboro. Absentee ownership became
increasingly common as migrants invested remittances into purchasing farmland, often in
urban-adjacent villages. Archival land records from the LGA indicate that disputes over
absentee-owned plots increased by 18% between 1985 and 1995, particularly in Egume and
Akpanya, challenging traditional authority structures and customary mechanisms of dispute
resolution. Similarly, the commercialization of land disrupted the previously communal and
lineage-based allocation system, creating tensions between migrants and non-migrant
households.

The remittances from urban centers became a crucial component of household economies,
from the 1990 Olamaboro Household Survey suggest that an average migrant household
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received N5,00038,000 annually, accounting for roughly 20% of household income. These
funds financed school fees, improved housing, health expenses, and local trading activities.
Thus, the pooled remittances from multiple siblings to construct new dwellings, purchase
motorcycles for trade, or expand small-scale shops, and elevated living standards, they also
created dependence on urban economies, leaving households vulnerable to urban shocks such
as job loss, inflation, or political unrest in cities like Abuja and Onitsha.

Socially, migration significantly reconfigured gender roles within Olamaboro. With men
absent for extended periods, women assumed greater responsibilities for farm management,
market trading, and household decision-making. A situation whereby women not only
managed production but also oversaw the allocation of remittance income, school enrolment
decisions, and dispute resolution among younger siblings. These shifts strengthened women’s
agency and social visibility, but also created additional labour burdens, particularly during
planting and harvest periods when seasonal migrants had yet to return.

Furthermore, migration contributed to intergenerational and community-level changes.
Children of migrant parents increasingly spent longer periods under the supervision of
grandparents or extended family, altering traditional patterns of knowledge transmission and
apprenticeship in farming, craftsmanship, and communal rituals. In some cases, prolonged
absence of male adults led to delayed inheritance settlements and contested leadership
succession in age-grade and lineage systems, illustrating the profound socio-political effects
of migration beyond the household economy.

In sum, migration reshaped Olamaboro’s rural landscape both economically and socially.
While remittances and urban exposure created avenues for material improvement and social
mobility, labour depletion, land disputes, altered gender roles, and dependence on external
income highlight the dual-edged consequences of migration as a historical force. Migration
thus emerges as both an adaptive strategy and a source of structural transformation within the
rural homeland, linking local experiences to broader historical processes of economic change,
policy interventions, and urbanization.

Impact on Receiving Urban Centres

The influx of emigrants from Olamaboro LGA into urban centers between 1976 and 1999
generated significant economic, social, and infrastructural effects. Urban destinations such as
Lokoja, Makurdi, Onitsha, and later Abuja benefited from the availability of cheap and
flexible labour. This because emigrants were particularly employed in construction, road
works, railway projects, and informal transport services. Archival records from the Lokoja
Municipal Council indicate that by 1995, approximately 18% of labourers in road
construction projects originated from Olamaboro and neighbouring LGAs, demonstrating the
direct contribution of rural migrants to urban development.

In addition, migrants bolstered the informal economy through petty trading, market vending,
domestic services, and small-scale craftsmanship. Similarly, women migrants engaged in
food vending, textile sales, and domestic work not only supported themselves but also sent
substantial remittances back to their families in Olamaboro, averaging N3,00035,000 per
month per household by the mid-1990s. Meanwhile the male migrants on the other hand
contributed to income generation through construction, carpentry, and transport services,
often working long hours under precarious conditions.

However, rapid population growth in these urban centers also created significant pressures on
infrastructure and public services. Housing shortages led to the proliferation of informal
settlements along the outskirts of Lokoja and Abuja, while municipal records show that
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sanitation facilities, potable water access, and public health services remained inadequate for
the expanding population. For example, census and housing data from Lokoja Municipal
Council indicate that between 1985 and 1995, population density in peripheral wards
increased by approximately 25%, while available urban housing stock grew by only 12%,
resulting in overcrowding and increased vulnerability to disease outbreaks.

Employment opportunities in the formal sector were limited, and many migrants were
constrained to precarious informal livelihoods, as a result motorbike and taxi operations were
often the only accessible employment option for migrants with minimal formal education,
illustrating both the opportunity and vulnerability inherent in rural-urban migration.

Hometown associations (HTAs) emerged as critical mediating institutions. These associations
organized migrants from the same village or town, pooling resources to provide welfare
support, mutual aid, and business loans. For instance, the Kpata Hometown Association in
Abuja coordinated temporary accommodation for new arrivals, facilitated employment
opportunities in markets and construction, and collected remittances to fund community
projects such as boreholes and school renovations in Olamaboro villages. These networks
reinforced reciprocal ties between rural homelands and urban centers, demonstrating that
migration functioned as a continuous social process rather than a one-time movement, linking
the economic and social fortunes of rural households with urban livelihoods.

Moreover, migration reshaped urban social landscapes and cultural identities. In other words
migrants from Olamaboro maintained cultural practices, including local festivals, religious
observances, and dialectal communication, which enriched the multicultural environment of
receiving cities. This was exemplified in how migrants’ participation in religious groups and
hometown cultural associations created social solidarity, reduced the sense of alienation, and
facilitated collective action in urban settlements.

In sum, migration from Olamaboro produced a dual impact on receiving urban centers. While
migrants significantly contributed to urban economies, informal labour markets, and cultural
diversity, they also intensified pressures on housing, sanitation, and public infrastructure. The
establishment of hometown associations mitigated some of these challenges, sustaining social
networks that integrated rural and urban dynamics. Migration, therefore, emerges as a
historical process of continuous exchange, linking rural livelihoods with urban economic
opportunity and social transformation.

2. Conclusion

Between 1976 and 1999, rural-urban migration fundamentally reshaped the social, economic,
and spatial landscape of Olamaboro LGA. Historical and archival evidence indicates that
migration emerged as a strategic adaptation to structural pressures, including declining
agricultural productivity, land scarcity, environmental degradation, and the uneven
distribution of state resources. Seasonal and temporary migration initially allowed households
to supplement incomes while maintaining ties to their farms. By the late 1980s, however,
migration had become increasingly permanent, long-distance, and gender-inclusive, linking
villages such as Kpata, Egume, and Akpanya to urban centers including Lokoja, Makurdi,
Onitsha, and Abuja.

The historical event also functioned as a dual-edged phenomenon. On the one hand,
remittances financed education, housing, small-scale trade, and health expenditures, raising
the living standards of recipient households. It contributed 15-20% of annual household
income on average, with some households reporting inflows sufficient to construct new
dwellings or expand local market activities. On the other hand, labour depletion in the rural
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hinterland reduced agricultural output by approximately 18-25% in heavily affected villages,
altered land tenure patterns, and increased the vulnerability of households to climatic shocks
and economic instability.

Migration also reshaped social and gender dynamics. Women assumed greater responsibility
for farm management, household decision-making, and community leadership, while children
and the elderly increasingly became custodians of local traditions and informal institutions. A
system that placed women on the responsibility of managing remittance allocation,
supervising hired labour, and maintaining educational attendance for children, demonstrating
the transformative effect of migration on rural gender roles.

Urban centers received both economic benefits and social pressures from migrant inflows.
Migrants filled critical gaps in construction, transport, informal trade, and domestic labour,
while simultaneously generating housing shortages, congestion, and competition for limited
public services.® Hometown associations mitigated these pressures by coordinating
accommodation, facilitating employment, and channeling resources back to rural
communities, sustaining a continuous cycle of social and economic exchange.

Overall, rural-urban migration in Olamaboro was more than a demographic phenomenon; it
was a historical process embedded in the political economy of post-colonial Nigeria.
Migration acted as both a coping mechanism and an agent of structural transformation,
linking rural and urban spaces, reshaping household economies, altering social hierarchies,
and influencing local governance. Understanding these dynamics is critical for policymakers
seeking to design balanced, historically informed development interventions that address both
rural vulnerabilities and urban pressures.

3. Recommendations

Invest in Rural Infrastructure
Sustained development of rural roads, schools, healthcare facilities, and potable water supply
is essential to reduce migration pressures. Data from the Olamaboro LGA archives show that
communities with better access to infrastructure, such as Akpanya, experienced lower
permanent out-migration rates (approximately 12% lower than average) between 1985 and
1995.

Revitalize Agriculture

Enhancing access to credit, agricultural extension services, and labour-saving technologies
can restore the economic viability of rural livelihoods. The introduction of small-scale
mechanized equipment in select pilot villages increased crop yield by 15-20% during the
1990s, demonstrating the potential for technology-driven agricultural revitalization.

Formalize Remittance Integration

Remittance flows should be channeled through cooperatives, savings groups, or rural
financial institutions to support local development projects such as schools, markets, and
micro-enterprises.

Urban Planning and Services

Receiving urban centers must anticipate rural migration through expansion of affordable
housing, sanitation, education, and healthcare services. While the peripheral wards receiving
large inflows from Olamaboro had population densities 25% higher than planned capacity,
highlighting the need for proactive urban development planning.

Inclusive Governance
Local governance structures should incorporate the voices of migrants and returnees to bridge
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rural-urban divides and promote equitable development. Ensuring participation in decision-
making can enhance social cohesion, mediate land disputes, and improve responsiveness to
community needs.

By implementing these recommendations, policymakers and community stakeholders can
transform migration from a source of vulnerability into a vehicle for sustainable
development, ensuring that both rural homelands and urban centers benefit from the historical
and contemporary dynamics of population mobility. Migration, when harnessed strategically,
can be a catalyst for intergenerational development, social innovation, and economic
resilience.
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