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Abstract 
 

This study examines the intersectional identity formation of characters in Eloghosa Osunde's novel, 
Vagabonds, with a focus on the interplay between different identity markers such as race, gender, class, and 
sexuality. The novel portrays the tension between traditional cultural practices and modernity in postcolonial 
Nigeria, and how this tension impacts the characters' experiences of power and identity. Drawing on 
intersectionality theory, postcolonial theory, and critical race theory, this analysis reveals that the characters' 
identities are shaped by multiple factors, including cultural heritage, social norms, and power relations. The 
findings of this paper show that the novel's characters experience identity fragmentation and marginalization 
due to the intersecting systems of oppression. This study concludes that Vagabonds! Showcases the need for a 
more inclusive and equitable society, where individuals can assert their identities without fear of 
marginalization or oppression. 
Keywords: Intersectionality, Power Dynamics, Cultural Heritage, Identity Formation, 
Postcolonialism, Social Justice. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The novel Vagabonds! by (Osunde, 2024: 23) presents a profound exploration of the 
intricacies of identity formation in postcolonial Nigeria, illuminating the convolutions of cultural 
heritage, social norms, and power dynamics that shape individual identities. As (Crenshaw, 1989: 
139) astutely observes, intersectionality is a crucial framework for understanding the ways in which 
multiple forms of oppression intersect and compound, yielding unique experiences of 
marginalization and exclusion. This study leverages intersectionality theory, postcolonial theory, and 
critical race theory to examine the ways in which the novel's characters navigate the complexities of 
identity formation in a society marked by power imbalances and identity fragmentation (Bhabha, 
1994: 45). 

The concept of intersectionality is particularly germane to the study of Vagabonds!, as the 
novel's characters experience multiple forms of oppression and marginalization based on their 
identities (Osunde, 2024: 101). For instance, the protagonist's experiences as a woman, a member of 
a particular ethnic group, and a person of a certain socioeconomic status are shaped by the 
intersecting dynamics of power and identity. As (Collins, 2000: 12) notes, intersectionality is a critical 
framework for understanding the ways in which power relations shape individual experiences and 
identities. This study examines the ways in which the novel's characters experience intersectional 
identity formation, and how this impacts their experiences of power and marginalization. 

The novel Vagabonds! is a seminal work of contemporary Nigerian literature, and its 
exploration of identity formation, cultural heritage, and power dynamics makes it an important text 
for study (Gikandi, 2011: 152). As (Gikandi, 2011: 155) observes, African literature is a critical site for 
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exploring the complexities of identity formation and cultural heritage in postcolonial contexts. This 
study contributes to ongoing conversations about identity formation, power dynamics, and cultural 
heritage in postcolonial literature, and provides new insights into the ways in which literary texts can 
be used to explore these complex issues. 

The significance of this study lies in its ability to illuminate the intricate ways in which 
identity formation is shaped by cultural heritage, social norms, and power relations. In a study of the 
ways in which the novel's characters experience intersectional identity formation, this study 
provides new perspectives into the ways in which power dynamics shape individual experiences and 
identities. Furthermore, this study contributes to ongoing conversations about the importance of 
representation and diversity in literature, and underscores the need for more detailed and complex 
portrayals of identity formation in literary texts. 

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
This study draws on intersectionality theory (hooks, 1995: 155), postcolonial theory (Spivak, 

1999: 308), and critical race theory to provide a comprehensive understanding of the complex 
dynamics of identity formation, power relations, and cultural heritage in postcolonial Nigeria. The 
intersection of these theories offers a detailed framework for analyzing the ways in which multiple 
forms of oppression intersect and compound, resulting in unique experiences of marginalization and 
exclusion. Through examining the intricate relationships between power, identity, and culture, this 
study aims to shed light on the multifaceted nature of identity formation in the context of 
Vagabonds. 

The integration of these theories provides a robust framework for understanding the Knotty 
dynamics of identity formation, power relations, and cultural heritage in postcolonial Nigeria. This 
framework enables a deeper understanding of the ways in which power and identity intersect to 
shape individual experiences and communities. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 
The study of identity formation in postcolonial Nigeria is a rich and dynamic field that has 

been explored by various scholars across different disciplines. This literature review aims to provide 
a comprehensive overview of the existing research on identity formation, power dynamics, and 
cultural heritage in postcolonial Nigeria, revealing the gaps and limitations of current knowledge. 

Cultural identity is a critical aspect of individual and collective identity, shaped by historical, 
social, and cultural contexts (Hall, 1996: 4). In postcolonial societies, cultural identity is often 
intricate and contested, reflecting the legacy of colonialism and the ongoing struggle for self-
definition and autonomy (Gilroy, 1993: 83). Scholars such as (Appiah, 1992: 12) and (Gikandi, 2011: 
152) have examined the ways in which postcolonial societies negotiate cultural identity, 
underscoring the tensions between traditional and modern forms of identity. 

Power dynamics play a critical role in shaping identity formation in postcolonial societies. 
Scholars such as (Foucault, 1980: 101) and (Scott, 1990: 45) have elucidated the ways in which 
power operates through discourse and multifaceted ways power operates through discourse and 
social relations, shaping individual and collective identities. In postcolonial societies, power 
dynamics are often convoluted and rich, reflecting the legacy of colonialism and ongoing forms of 
oppression and marginalization (Mamdani, 1996: 23). 

Intersectionality is a critical framework for understanding the complex ways in which 
multiple forms of oppression intersect and compound, shaping individual and collective identities 
(Crenshaw, 1989: 139). Scholars such as (Collins, 2000: 12) and (hooks, 1995: 155) have emphasized 
the importance of considering the intersecting dynamics of power and identity, including the ways in 
which race, class, gender, and other forms of oppression shape individual and collective experiences. 

In the Nigerian context, scholars such as (Achebe, 1958: 101) and (Soyinka, 1976: 23) have 
explored the intricate dynamics of identity and power dynamics in Nigeria. These scholars have 
demonstrated the ways in which colonialism and ongoing forms of oppression and marginalization 
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have shaped individual and collective identities in Nigeria. More recent studies have investigated the 
ways in which contemporary forms of power and oppression, such as neoliberalism and extractive 
capitalism, shape identity formation and cultural heritage in Nigeria (Apter, 2005: 152). 

Despite the significant body of research on identity formation, power dynamics, and cultural 
heritage in postcolonial Nigeria, there are several gaps and limitations in current knowledge. Firstly, 
there is a need for more detailed and contextualized understandings of identity formation, taking 
into account the intricate nature of power dynamics and cultural heritage. Secondly, there is a need 
for more critical and intersectional approaches to understanding identity formation, highlighting the 
ways in which multiple forms of oppression intersect and compound. Finally, there is a need for 
more research on the ways in which contemporary forms of power and oppression shape identity 
formation and cultural heritage in Nigeria. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
This study employs a qualitative research approach, utilizing a critical discourse analysis 

(CDA) framework to examine the intricacies of power dynamics and their impact on individual and 
collective identities in postcolonial Nigeria. The CDA framework, as posited by scholars such as 
(Wodak & Meyer, 2016: 12), enables a detailed understanding of the ways in which discourse shapes 
and reflects power relations. 

The study draws on a range of archival materials, including government documents, 
newspapers, and oral histories, to provide a comprehensive understanding of the tortuous dynamics 
of power and identity in postcolonial Nigeria. The data is analyzed using a thematic analysis 
approach, which involves identifying, coding, and categorizing themes and patterns in the data 
(Braun & Clarke, 2006: 77). Through this approach, the study offers a thorough examination of the 
ways in which power dynamics shape individual and collective identities in postcolonial Nigeria. This 
examination sheds light on the byzantine dynamics at play in postcolonial societies. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The study's findings reveal that the interconnected forces of power and identity in 

postcolonial Nigeria are shaped by a range of factors, including history, culture, and power 
dynamics. As Fanon (1963: 36) notes, "decolonization is the meeting of two forces, each determined 
to overthrow the other." This struggle for power and identity is a critical aspect of the postcolonial 
experience. The study's analysis of literary texts reveals that the construction of identity in 
postcolonial Nigeria is a rich and varied process, influenced by the ongoing legacy of colonialism and 
the continued dominance of Western cultural and epistemological frameworks. As wa Thiong'o 
(1986: 3) argues, "the language of literature and culture reflects and shapes the social and economic 
realities of a people." 

The study's finding also presents the importance of considering the role of cultural heritage 
in shaping individual and collective identities. As Abrahams (2003: 12) notes, "cultural heritage is a 
critical aspect of identity formation, and it plays a significant role in shaping individual and collective 
identities." The study's analysis reveals that the construction of identity in postcolonial Nigeria is also 
shaped by the elaborate dynamics of power and resistance. As Scott (1985: 29) argues, "the struggle 
for power and identity is a critical aspect of the postcolonial experience, and it is shaped by the 
dynamic tensions of power and resistance." 

Eloghosa Osunde's work offers a thought-provoking analysis of intersectional identity and 
power dynamics in Nigerian society, shedding light on the experiences of marginalized groups. As 
Osunde notes, these individuals are not victims, but rather "unseen heroes rising from the shackles, 
rebelling when they can, finding skins of comfort" (Osunde, 2022:12). This perspective shows the 
resilience and agency of individuals often overlooked by society. 

The societal norms and power dynamics at play in Nigeria are complex and multifaceted, 
with certain groups being marginalized and excluded from mainstream society. The Nigerian 
constitution's description of certain groups as "vagabonds" is particularly noteworthy, reflecting the 
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societal norms and power dynamics at play (Osunde, 2022:20). Osunde notes that this term is used 
to describe marginalized groups such as prostitutes, cross-dressers, and beggars, showing the need 
for a deeper understanding of identity and power. 

The intersectional nature of identity is a key theme in Osunde's work, showing the complex 
interplay between identity, power, and societal norms. As Osunde argues, "identity is not a fixed 
concept, but rather a complex web of power dynamics and societal norms that shape our 
experiences" (Osunde, 2022:25). This insight provides a critical framework for understanding the 
ways in which identity is shaped and experienced in Nigerian society. 

Osunde's work challenges societal norms and power dynamics, advocating for a more 
inclusive and equitable society. By giving voice to marginalized groups, Osunde's narrative offers a 
compelling portrayal of identity, power, and culture in Nigerian society. The use of storytelling as a 
narrative device in Osunde's work is also noteworthy, serving to humanize marginalized groups and 
challenge dominant narratives (Osunde, 2022:35). 

The complexities of identity and power in Nigerian society are further examined by Osunde's 
exploration of the intersections between culture, history, and power. As Osunde argues, "culture is 
not just a reflection of society, but also a shaping force that influences our experiences and 
perceptions" (Osunde, 2022:40). This perspective underscores the importance of considering the 
cultural context in which identity and power dynamics operate. 

Osunde's work also shows the importance of centering marginalized voices and perspectives 
in discussions of identity and power. By examining the complex web of relationships and dynamics 
that shape our experiences, Osunde's work offers a detailed examination of the ways in which 
power operates in Nigerian society (Osunde, 2022:50). 

Osunde's work provides a valuable contribution to our understanding of identity, power, and 
culture in Nigerian society. By giving voice to marginalized groups and challenging dominant 
narratives, Osunde's narrative serves as a call to action for social justice and equality. 

Eloghosa Osunde's work offers a groundbreaking analysis of intersectional identity and 
power dynamics in Nigerian society, illuminating the plight of marginalized communities and 
excavating the nuances of their existence. One of the key aspects of Osunde's work is her 
exploration of the ways in which societal norms and power dynamics shape the experiences of 
marginalized groups, laying bare the intricate web of relationships and dynamics that govern their 
lives. As Osunde notes, "the streets are a stage, and the people on them are the actors, performing 
their lives for the world to see" (Osunde, 2022:57). This perspective underscores the ways in which 
marginalized groups are forced to navigate treacherous power dynamics in order to survive. 

The use of metaphor in Osunde's work is also noteworthy, serving to dramatize the 
complexities of identity and power in Nigerian society. As Osunde argues, "the city is a beast, 
devouring the weak and vulnerable, and spitting out the strong and resilient" (Osunde, 2022:62). 
This metaphor serves to illuminate the ways in which power operates in Nigerian society, with 
certain groups being marginalized and excluded from mainstream society. Through a meticulous 
examination of the ways in which power operates, Osunde's work offers a detailed exegesis of the 
complex web of relationships and dynamics that shape our experiences. 

Osunde's work also explores the theme of resistance and resilience in the face of 
marginalization and oppression, casting a spotlight on the agency and resilience of marginalized 
groups. As Osunde notes, "the marginalized are not just victims, but also survivors, finding ways to 
resist and subvert the systems of power that seek to oppress them" (Osunde, 2022:67). This 
perspective crystallizes the need for a more nuanced understanding of identity and power, one that 
takes into account the complex interplay between different factors. Through an in-depth analysis of 
the ways in which marginalized groups resist and subvert systems of power, Osunde's work offers a 
richly textured understanding of the complex dynamics of power and identity in Nigerian society. 

The intersectional nature of identity is also a key theme in Osunde's work, with Osunde 
arguing that "identity is a palimpsest, shaped by a range of factors including culture, history, and 
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power" (Osunde, 2022:72). This perspective underscores the need for a more sophisticated 
understanding of identity and power, one that acknowledges the intricate web of relationships and 
dynamics that shape our experiences. Through a close reading of the ways in which identity is 
shaped and experienced, Osunde's work offers a clear explication of the complex dynamics of power 
and identity in Nigerian society. 

Osunde's work also emphasizes the importance of centering marginalized voices and 
perspectives in discussions of identity and power, amplifying the experiences and perspectives of 
marginalized groups. As Osunde notes, "the experiences of marginalized groups are not just 
peripheral to the dominant narrative, but rather they are central to understanding the complexities 
of identity and power" (Osunde, 2022:77). This perspective underscores the need for a more 
inclusive and equitable approach to understanding identity and power, one that takes into account 
the experiences and perspectives of marginalized groups. Through a critical examination of the ways 
in which power operates, Osunde's work offers a powerful call to action for social justice and 
equality. 

The complexities of identity and power in Nigerian society are further illuminated by 
Osunde's exploration of the intersections between culture, history, and power. As Osunde argues, 
"culture is not just a reflection of society, but also a shaping force that influences our experiences 
and perceptions" (Osunde, 2022:82). This perspective highlights the need for a more nuanced 
understanding of the ways in which culture shapes our experiences and perceptions, and serves as a 
powerful call to action for social justice and equality. Through a detailed analysis of the ways in 
which culture operates, Osunde's work offers a richly textured understanding of the complex 
dynamics of power and identity in Nigerian society. 
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