International Journal of Education and Social Science; Vol. 8 No. 1; February 2026
ISSN: 5778-6990 (Online), ISSN: 6790-5577 (Print)
Published by International Institute for Global Development (11GD)

Anglicanism in Nasarawa State (1925 - 2025): A
Philosophical, Historical, and Socio-Religious Reappraisal

!Akwaden Monday Stephen, Dunioh Kacecere Daniel & *Oyiwose Ishaya Owusakyo
PhD
12&3pepartment of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Nasarawa State University, Keffi,
Nigeria.
akwadenmse@gmail.com
revdunioh@gmail.com
oyiwosei@gmail.com

Abstract

This article offers a philosophical, historical, and socio-religious reappraisal of the
Anglican Church in Nasarawa State, Nigeria, tracing its trajectory from its formative
missionary presence in 1925 to its contemporary expressions in 2025. Anchored in
the philosophy of religion, Anglican ecclesiology, and Christian social theology, the
study conceptualizes Anglicanism not merely as a denominational structure but as a
moral and spiritual community that negotiates meaning, authority, and social
responsibility within a pluralistic society. Drawing on historical methodology—
comprising archival church records, synod proceedings, episcopal charges,
missionary correspondences, and oral interviews with clergy and laity—the paper
examines how Anglican missionary enterprise, indigenous agency, and institutional
consolidation shaped religious consciousness, ethical norms, and communal life in
Nasarawa State. The study reveals that Anglicanism functioned as a mediating force
between Christian orthodoxy and local cultural realities, promoting a theology of
moderation, reason, and sacramental spirituality characteristic of the Anglican via
media. Through education, healthcare initiatives, liturgical formation, and civic
engagement, the Church contributed significantly to moral education, social
cohesion, leadership development, and the cultivation of civic consciousness. At the
same time, Anglicanism in Nasarawa State contended with enduring challenges
arising from colonial legacies, inter-religious relations, denominational competition,
secularization, and the pressures of globalization and digital culture.
Philosophically, the article argues that Anglicanism in Nasarawa State exemplifies
lived Christianity—a praxis-oriented faith where belief is inseparable from ethical
conduct and social action. Religiously, it highlights how Anglican theology of
incarnation, community, and stewardship informed the Church’s engagement with
social justice, peacebuilding, and human dignity. The study concludes that the
continued relevance of Anglicanism in Nasarawa State depends on sustained
theological contextualization, intentional youth engagement, responsible integration
of technology, and a renewed commitment to its historic vocation as a Church
reformed and reforming, faithful to tradition yet responsive to contemporary socio-
moral challenges.

Keywords: Anglicanism, Philosophy of Religion, Christian Missions, Socio-religious
Change, Ecclesiology, Nasarawa State, Nigeria.

1. Introduction
Religion, from a philosophical standpoint, operates as both a framework of meaning and a

~54 ~


mailto:akwadenmse@gmail.com
mailto:revdunioh@gmail.com
mailto:oyiwosei@gmail.com

ljess/index.html International Journal of Education and Social Science VVol. 8 No. 1; February 2026

normative moral force through which societies interpret existence, regulate conduct, and
negotiate communal values. Classical philosophy of religion views faith traditions not merely
as metaphysical systems but as lived realities that shape ethical consciousness, social order,
and historical experience (Gyekye, 1997). Within African societies, religion has historically
been inseparable from social life, providing interpretive lenses through which identity,
authority, morality, and community are constructed. Christianity in Africa, therefore, must be
understood not only as a spiritual doctrine but also as a transformative social institution
embedded in concrete historical contexts.

In Nigeria, Christianity—particularly through mission churches—played a decisive role in
education, healthcare delivery, literacy, leadership formation, and moral socialization during
the colonial and postcolonial eras. Among these mission traditions, Anglicanism occupies a
distinctive position. Rooted in the global Anglican Communion and historically associated
with the Church Missionary Society (CMS), Anglicanism embodies a theological and
philosophical posture often described as the via media—a balanced path that integrates
Scripture, tradition, and reason. This orientation enabled Anglicanism to function as both a
guardian of orthodoxy and a flexible interlocutor with indigenous cultures and social realities
(Boer, 2003).

Anglican missionary presence in Nigeria dates back to the mid-nineteenth century, initially
concentrated in the coastal and riverine regions where missionary access and colonial
administration were more pronounced. Over time, missionary expansion extended into
Northern and Middle Belt Nigeria, motivated by evangelical zeal, educational outreach, and
the broader civilizing ethos of the mission enterprise. Within this trajectory, the area that later
became Nasarawa State gradually emerged as a mission frontier. By 1925, Anglican mission
activity in the region had attained sufficient organizational stability—through parish
formation, catechetical instruction, and indigenous participation—to mark a decisive phase in
its local consolidation.

The historical development of Anglicanism in Nasarawa State cannot be reduced to
missionary chronology alone. Rather, it represents a dynamic encounter between Christian
theology and indigenous worldviews, mediated through institutions such as schools,
churches, synods, and diocesan structures. Philosophically, this encounter reflects a dialogical
process in which faith was translated into social praxis—shaping moral discipline, communal
ethics, and civic responsibility. Religiously, Anglicanism provided sacramental life, liturgical
order, and a sense of belonging that contributed to social cohesion in an increasingly
pluralistic environment marked by Islam, African Indigenous Religions, and later, diverse
Christian denominations.

This study therefore offers a localized historical and philosophical assessment of
Anglicanism in Nasarawa State from 1925 to 2025. It is guided by three interrelated
questions:
How did Anglicanism emerge and take root in Nasarawa State within its historical and
cultural context?
What patterns characterized its growth, leadership formation, and institutional development
over a century?
What have been its spiritual, social, and cultural impacts on individuals and communities in
the state?

By addressing these questions, the paper contributes to African Christian historiography and
the philosophy of religion by foregrounding Anglicanism as a moral community and social
institution rather than merely a denominational entity. It situates Anglicanism within the
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broader discourse on religion as lived experience—one in which belief, ethics, and social
responsibility are mutually reinforcing. In doing so, the study underscores the relevance of
Anglican Christianity in understanding the historical formation of values, institutions, and
communal life in Nasarawa State, as well as its ongoing engagement with the challenges of
modernity, religious pluralism, and social transformation.

Historical Context of Nasarawa State

Nasarawa State, carved out of the former Plateau State in 1996, occupies a strategic position
within Nigeria’s Middle Belt—a region long recognized as a cultural, ethnic, and religious
crossroads. Historically, the Middle Belt functioned as a zone of encounter rather than
uniformity, characterized by interactions among diverse ethnic groups such as the Eggon,
Alago, Gwandara, Mada, and Tiv, each possessing distinct cosmologies, political structures,
and religious traditions. From a philosophical perspective, this pluralism reflects what
scholars of religion describe as religion-in-context, where belief systems evolve through
dialogue, contestation, and coexistence rather than isolation (Gyekye, 1997).

Before the advent of Christianity, religious life in the area now known as Nasarawa State was
dominated by African Indigenous Religious systems that emphasized ancestral veneration,
ritual mediation, and communal ethics. Among the Eggon and Mada peoples, for instance,
religious practice was closely tied to land, fertility, and social morality, with priestly figures
serving as custodians of both spiritual and communal order. Islam, on the other hand, had
established influence in emirate centers such as Keffi and Nasarawa town through trans-
Saharan trade networks, jihad-era political formations, and Hausa-Fulani administration. By
the late nineteenth century, Islamic institutions—mosques, Qur’anic schools, and emirate
courts—had become important sources of moral authority and governance in these areas.

This religious plurality created both constraints and opportunities for Christian missions.
Philosophically, it presented what may be described as a contested moral space, in which
competing truth claims and ethical systems coexisted. Religiously, it demanded a missionary
approach capable of negotiation rather than confrontation. Anglicanism, with its historical
emphasis on moderation, order, and dialogue, found itself particularly suited—though not
without difficulty—to operating within such an environment.

Emergence of the Anglican Church in Nasarawa State

The emergence of the Anglican Church in Nasarawa State is inseparable from the broader
history of the Church Missionary Society (CMS) and its expansion into Northern Nigeria.
From the late nineteenth century, CMS missionaries sought to extend Christian witness
beyond the southern coastal regions into the interior. Early exploratory initiatives, associated
with figures such as Bishop Herbert Tugwell, reflected both evangelical commitment and the
constraints imposed by colonial administrative policies and Islamic resistance in the North
(Boer, 2003). While these early efforts yielded limited immediate success, they laid crucial
ideological and logistical foundations for subsequent missionary consolidation.

By the early twentieth century, Anglican missionary strategy increasingly intersected with
emerging colonial infrastructure, particularly the railway system. Railway lines connecting
Zaria, Jos, Kafanchan, and Lafia created new social spaces populated by migrant workers,
artisans, and clerks drawn from diverse ethnic backgrounds. Anglican chaplaincy among
railway workers became a significant avenue for evangelism, worship, and community
formation. In places such as Mada Station and Agyaragu, Anglican worship centers initially
served transient populations before gradually attracting indigenous converts.

Church tradition and archival records identify the 1920s—especially 1925—as a formative
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period in the institutional establishment of Anglicanism in the Nasarawa area. Early
congregations emerged in locations such as Mada Station, Gudi, Moroa River, and Agyaragu,
often beginning as informal prayer gatherings before evolving into structured parishes.
Converts included railway workers, returnee Christians from southern Nigeria, and local
inhabitants who encountered Christianity through mission schools and literacy programs.
These early Anglican communities functioned not only as worship spaces but also as moral
communities where new ethical norms—monogamy, literacy, communal responsibility, and
discipline—were taught and practiced.

Initially, Anglicanism was widely perceived as foreign and closely associated with colonial
authority. This perception posed philosophical and theological challenges, as Christianity
risked being interpreted as an external imposition rather than a transformative spiritual path.
Over time, however, the Church’s gradual accommodation to local realities—through the
training of indigenous catechists, use of local languages in worship, and sensitivity to cultural
customs—enabled deeper integration within host communities. The emergence of indigenous
leadership marked a critical turning point, shifting Anglicanism from a missionary project to
a locally embodied faith tradition.

In philosophical terms, this transition illustrates the movement from imported religion to
incarnated faith, where Christianity became embedded within the social and moral fabric of
Nasarawa communities. Religiously, it signaled the emergence of Anglicanism as a lived
expression of Christian discipleship—one that sought to harmonize faith, reason, and culture
within a complex pluralistic environment. By the mid-twentieth century, these foundations
positioned the Anglican Church as a significant religious institution capable of contributing to
education, social cohesion, and moral formation in Nasarawa State.

Growth and Institutional Development of Anglicanism in Nasarawa State (1925-2025)

The growth of Anglicanism in Nasarawa State followed a gradual yet resilient trajectory that
may be theologically and philosophically described as a “mustard-seed” pattern of
development (cf. Matthew 13:31-32). From its humble beginnings as small worship
gatherings among railway workers, migrants, and early converts in the 1920s, the Anglican
Church expanded steadily through parish formation, clerical training, and the progressive
indigenization of leadership. This pattern reflects an ecclesiological model in which
institutional strength emerges organically from community life rather than rapid numerical
expansion.

In the early decades (1925-1960), Anglican growth was closely tied to mission stations and
transport corridors in places such as Mada Station, Agyaragu, Gudi, and Lafia. Congregations
were initially supervised by itinerant missionaries and catechists operating under wider
ecclesiastical jurisdictions headquartered outside the present-day state. Philosophically, this
phase represents what may be termed a formative ecclesial consciousness, in which Anglican
identity was still perceived as external and missionary-driven. Over time, however, the
training of indigenous catechists and clergy—many of whom hailed from Eggon, Alago, and
Gwandara communities—marked a decisive shift toward local ownership of the faith.

Following Nigeria’s independence in 1960, Anglican institutional development entered a new
phase characterized by consolidation and expansion. Parishes multiplied across both rural and
urban settings, and church governance became increasingly localized. Theological education
and clerical formation gained prominence, with clergy trained in Anglican seminaries
contributing to the stability and doctrinal continuity of the Church. This period also witnessed
the establishment of archdeaconries and the strengthening of synodical governance,
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consistent with Anglican emphasis on order, reason, and shared authority.

A landmark moment in institutional maturity occurred in 1999 with the creation of the
Anglican Diocese of Lafia. The establishment of the diocese symbolized not merely
administrative reorganization but the recognition of Anglicanism as a firmly rooted religious
institution within Nasarawa State. From a philosophical perspective, the diocese represented
the transition from missionary dependency to ecclesial autonomy. Religiously, it affirmed the
capacity of the local Church to articulate Anglican faith within its own socio-cultural context.
Between 1999 and 2025, Anglican presence expanded across all thirteen local government
areas of Nasarawa State, with notable concentration in urban centers such as Lafia, Keffi,
Akwanga, and areas bordering the Federal Capital Territory. Proximity to Abuja facilitated
demographic growth, exposure to diverse worship practices, and increased participation of
educated laity. By 2025, the Diocese of Lafia recorded over 150 churches, multiple
archdeaconries, and a growing corps of ordained clergy, evangelists, and lay leaders. This
expansion was sustained by the active participation of church organizations such as the
Anglican Youth Fellowship, women’s organizations, Mothers’ Union, and evangelistic
movements within the Anglican Communion.

These institutions functioned not merely as administrative units but as moral and social
networks that nurtured discipline, service, and communal solidarity. In Anglican theological
terms, they embodied the Church as a communion of believers, where faith is expressed
through shared worship, responsibility, and service to society.

Socio-Religious Impact of Anglicanism in Nasarawa State: Spiritual and Moral Formation
Spiritually, the Anglican Church provided a structured liturgical and catechetical framework
that nurtured Christian identity and moral discipline among its adherents. Through regular
worship, the sacraments, confirmation classes, and biblical instruction, the Church cultivated
ethical virtues such as integrity, responsibility, and communal accountability. Anglican
liturgy—marked by reverence, order, and scriptural centrality—offered a stabilizing moral
rhythm within communities facing rapid social change. Philosophically, this reflects
religion’s role as a moral grammar through which individuals interpret duty, purpose, and
social obligation (Gyekye, 1997).

Education and Social Development

In line with long-standing Anglican missionary tradition, education constituted a central pillar
of the Church’s socio-religious impact. Mission schools established in various parts of
Nasarawa State contributed significantly to literacy, leadership training, and social mobility.
In the post-independence era, church-led educational initiatives helped bridge gaps left by
limited state capacity, particularly in rural areas. Beyond formal education, the Church
engaged in adult literacy programs, vocational training, healthcare outreach, and charitable
activities, thereby reinforcing its relevance as a social institution committed to human
development.

Religiously, these initiatives reflected Anglican social theology, which emphasizes
stewardship, service, and the integration of faith and works. Education was understood not
merely as intellectual advancement but as moral formation oriented toward service to God
and society.

Cultural and Communal Transformation

Culturally, Anglicanism introduced new forms of social organization that encouraged inter-
ethnic interaction and collective identity within Nasarawa State’s plural society. Anglican
congregations often brought together members of diverse ethnic backgrounds, fostering
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communal bonds that transcended lineage and locality. Indigenous Christians frequently
acted as cultural mediators, negotiating between traditional customs and Christian ethics.

While certain Western cultural elements associated with early missionary Christianity
disrupted indigenous practices, the Church gradually adopted contextual approaches—such as
the use of local languages in worship and sensitivity to cultural norms—that promoted
dialogue rather than displacement. Philosophically, this process illustrates the dynamic
tension between tradition and modernity, in which religion serves as a site of cultural
negotiation rather than cultural erasure.

Economic and Civic Influence

Economically, Anglican adherents—particularly professionals, traders, and members of the
diaspora—contributed to commerce, employment creation, and community development
within Nasarawa State. Church networks facilitated mutual assistance, entrepreneurship, and
philanthropic support for local initiatives. Civically, Anglicanism influenced public life
through the ethical formation of leaders who served in education, civil service, politics, and
other public institutions.

Through sermons, synod resolutions, and public engagement, the Church articulated moral
perspectives on governance, justice, and social responsibility. In this sense, Anglicanism
functioned as a moral voice within the public sphere, shaping civic consciousness and
reinforcing the relationship between faith and citizenship.

Challenges and Contemporary Dynamics

Despite its notable achievements in spiritual formation, education, and social development,
Anglicanism in Nasarawa State continues to confront a range of enduring and emerging
challenges that shape its contemporary dynamics. These challenges arise from both external
social transformations and internal ecclesial tensions, reflecting what philosophers of religion
describe as the difficulty of sustaining transcendent meaning within rapidly changing
historical contexts (Gyekye, 1997).

One of the most prominent challenges is religious competition within an increasingly
pluralistic religious marketplace. In urban centers such as Lafia, Keffi, and Akwanga, the
Anglican Church now operates alongside a proliferation of Pentecostal and Charismatic
movements whose expressive worship styles, prosperity-oriented theology, and aggressive
evangelism appeal strongly to younger populations. At the same time, Islamic revivalist
movements continue to shape the moral and religious landscape, particularly in emirate areas
such as Keffi and Nasarawa town. This competitive environment places pressure on Anglican
parishes to remain theologically grounded while responding pastorally to changing religious
sensibilities.

Closely related is the challenge of youth disengagement. Many Anglican parishes in
Nasarawa State report declining youth participation in traditional liturgical services,
particularly among students and young professionals influenced by digital culture, social
media, and transnational religious expressions. Philosophically, this reflects a generational
shift in how meaning, identity, and community are constructed. Theologically, it raises
questions about how Anglican liturgy, catechesis, and discipleship can remain intelligible and
compelling without sacrificing their historic depth and sacramental integrity. Efforts by
organizations such as the Anglican Youth Fellowship to introduce contextual worship,
leadership training, and community outreach illustrate ongoing attempts to bridge this
generational divide.
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Inadequate funding remains a persistent institutional challenge, especially for rural parishes
across local government areas such as Nasarawa Eggon, Wamba, and Doma. While urban
congregations benefit from salaried professionals and diaspora support, many rural churches
rely heavily on subsistence farming communities with limited financial capacity. This
imbalance affects clergy welfare, church infrastructure, educational projects, and evangelistic
outreach. Religiously, the issue of funding raises theological questions concerning
stewardship, sacrificial giving, and economic justice within the Church. It also exposes
structural inequalities that mirror broader socio-economic disparities in the state.

The pressures of secularization and globalization further complicate Anglican identity and
mission in Nasarawa State. Exposure to global media, consumer culture, and secular
education has altered moral sensibilities and weakened traditional religious authority,
particularly among the educated elite. Anglicanism’s historic emphasis on order, discipline,
and moral restraint sometimes appears countercultural in an environment that privileges
individualism and material success. Yet philosophically, this tension underscores the
enduring role of religion as a counter-narrative to purely instrumental views of life.
Theologically, it challenges the Church to articulate a faith that speaks credibly to
contemporary anxieties without diluting its doctrinal core.

At the heart of these dynamics lies a deeper philosophical challenge: how to sustain religious
meaning and moral coherence in a society undergoing rapid social transformation. For
Anglicanism, this involves maintaining its distinctive via media—a balance of Scripture,
tradition, and reason—while engaging creatively with local realities. The corresponding
theological challenge is faithful contextualization: translating Anglican doctrine, worship,
and ethics into culturally resonant forms without loss of identity or theological depth. The
ongoing use of indigenous languages in worship, contextual preaching, and community-based
social interventions illustrates the Church’s attempt to negotiate this balance.

2. Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that the Anglican Church in Nasarawa State, from 1925 to 2025,
has functioned as far more than a denominational institution. It has operated as a moral
community, an educational force, and a catalyst for social transformation within a historically
pluralistic and culturally diverse society. Through sustained missionary commitment, the
gradual emergence of indigenous leadership, and resilient institutional development,
Anglicanism has left an enduring imprint on the spiritual, social, and cultural landscape of
Nasarawa State.

Philosophically, the history of Anglicanism in the state illustrates religion’s capacity to
mediate meaning, shape moral consciousness, and foster communal identity amid changing
historical conditions. Religiously, it reveals Anglicanism as a lived Christianity in which faith
is expressed through worship, education, service, and civic responsibility. As the Church
enters its second century in Nasarawa State, its continued relevance will depend on renewing
its theological vision, deepening social engagement, strengthening youth participation, and
responding creatively to the challenges of globalization, secularization, and religious
pluralism. In doing so, Anglicanism can remain faithful to its historic calling as a Church that
is both rooted in tradition and responsive to the evolving moral needs of society.

3. Recommendations

Based on the historical, philosophical, and socio-religious analysis of Anglicanism in
Nasarawa State from 1925 to 2025, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance
the Church’s relevance, sustainability, and social impact in the decades ahead.
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Theological and Cultural Contextualization

Anglican leadership in Nasarawa State should deepen efforts toward theological
contextualization that meaningfully integrates Christian doctrine with indigenous cultural
realities. Drawing on the Anglican via media, contextual theology should affirm core
Christian beliefs while engaging local worldviews, symbols, and moral values found among
communities such as the Eggon, Alago, Gwandara, and Mada. For instance, the use of
indigenous languages in liturgy and preaching, culturally resonant metaphors in homiletics,
and contextual catechetical materials can foster a deeper sense of ownership and spiritual
relevance among congregants. Philosophically, such contextualization reflects religion’s
dialogical character, wherein faith is continuously interpreted within lived experience rather
than imposed as a static abstraction (Gyekye, 1997). Theologically, it reinforces the
incarnational nature of Christianity—faith taking root within specific historical and cultural
contexts.

Youth and Leadership Development

To address the challenge of generational continuity, the Anglican Church should prioritize
structured youth mentorship and leadership development programs. In Nasarawa State, where
many young people are influenced by urbanization, digital culture, and alternative religious
expressions, intentional investment in youth formation is essential. Programs that combine
spiritual formation, vocational guidance, and leadership training—particularly through the
Anglican Youth Fellowship and parish-based initiatives—can nurture a new generation of
committed Anglicans. Clergy-led mentorship schemes, internships within church institutions,
and partnerships with educational establishments in Lafia, Keffi, and Akwanga would further
strengthen this effort. Religiously, such initiatives align with Anglican ecclesiology, which
emphasizes continuity of apostolic witness through disciplined formation. Philosophically,
they affirm the role of religion in shaping ethical agency and responsible citizenship.

Education and Social Investment

In keeping with its historic missionary ethos, the Anglican Church should renew and expand
its commitment to education, healthcare, and vocational training across Nasarawa State.
Revitalizing mission schools, establishing skill-acquisition centers, and supporting
community health outreach—particularly in underserved rural areas such as Nasarawa
Eggon, Doma, and Wamba—would reinforce the Church’s role as a social institution. Such
investments not only enhance human capital but also embody Anglican social theology,
which understands service to humanity as an expression of faith. Philosophically, this
approach reflects the view of religion as a catalyst for social transformation, where moral
ideals are translated into concrete acts of compassion and development.

Interfaith Engagement and Peacebuilding

Given Nasarawa State’s religious plurality and history of inter-communal tensions, the
Anglican Church should intensify interfaith dialogue and peacebuilding initiatives.
Collaborative programs involving Muslim leaders, traditional authorities, and other Christian
denominations in places such as Keffi, Lafia, and Nasarawa town can foster mutual
understanding and conflict prevention. Through joint community development projects,
dialogue forums, and peace education, Anglicanism can continue to serve as a moral bridge
within a divided social landscape. Theologically, this reflects the Christian commitment to
peace and reconciliation. Philosophically, it underscores religion’s potential as a unifying
moral force rather than a source of division.

Digital and Archival Development
Finally, the Anglican Church in Nasarawa State should invest strategically in digital
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evangelism and systematic archival development. The creation of digital platforms for
worship, teaching, and youth engagement would enable the Church to connect with
technologically inclined populations, including students and diaspora members.
Simultaneously, the systematic documentation of Anglican history—through diocesan
archives, oral history projects, and digitized synod records—will preserve institutional
memory and support future scholarship. Religiously, such initiatives ensure continuity of
tradition; philosophically, they recognize history as a repository of meaning that informs
present identity and future direction.
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